
 Communiqué 

Technical Advisory Forum on Australia’s climate records 

 

The Technical Advisory Forum held its first meeting today to advise on part of Australia’s official 
climate record— the Australian Climate Observations Reference Network Surface Air Temperature 
(ACORN-SAT) data set.  

Today’s discussions were robust and productive, and the Forum would like to thank the Department 
of the Environment for managing the Forum’s membership and assisting the Chair. The Forum would 
also like to thank the Bureau of Meteorology for providing information and answering questions on 
the ACORN-SAT data set.  

The Technical Advisory Forum was appointed by the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for the 
Environment, the Hon Bob Baldwin MP as an independent advisory body to provide greater 
transparency and an impartial framework for quality assurance tests and analysis of the Bureau’s 
data sets. 

In line with its Terms of Reference, the Forum discussed three aspects of ACORN-SAT: the extent of 
the public availability of the ACORN-SAT information; developments since the 2011 Independent 
Peer Review of the Bureau’s data and analysis methods; and the scientific integrity and robustness 
of the Australian climate record and the homogenisation process.  The Forum considered a broad 
range of information and data concerning the management and development of the ACORN-SAT 
data set provided by the Bureau.  

The Forum also received some additional information from members of the public about the data 
set. Members of the Technical Advisory Forum were appointed to provide advice on the basis of 
their formal expertise, and the Terms of Reference do not therefore require the Forum to receive 
public submissions. However, this additional information was provided to all Forum members to 
ensure that Forum members were aware of public concerns regarding the Bureau’s management of 
ACORN-SAT during their deliberations.  

The Forum will deliver its report, including detailed recommendations, by June 2015.  
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